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The Cleveland Museum of Art has acquired three new accessions recently, 

They are two important contemporary paintings - 14 AVBIL, 1958 ty the 3?renoh 
painter Pierre Soulages, SMARAGD HEP AND GEMIHATIHG mLOV by the American painter 
Hans Hofmannj and a bponae sculpture hy Alicia Perea Penalba, Argentinian sculptress, 
entitled FAtW DES MMS, 

Soulages, the son of a blacksai-Ui, was bom in Eodea in southwest France 
in 1919* 1» his youth he began painting in his heme town unaware of modem trends# 

He was influenced by prehistoric and romanesque art in this region of France, In ' 

1946 Soulages settled in Paris and became acquainted with the younger school of 
painting. Soulages has frequently eshibited his work in Paris, Germai^r, Belgium 
and Denaark as well ats in “fee United States# He has done costume and set-designing 
for a number of plays such as Vaillant*8 HBLOISE Ef ABS<ARD and Graham Greene’s 
THE POm AIID THE GL0B2# 

Soulages absorbed the logical compositional principles of the Cubists 
and went on to construct paintings of an entirely different order# In the Museum* s 
painting 14 AVBIL, 1958 he uses broad sweeping strokes of petroleum black paint with 
certain gradations of greys revealing through this grid an ivory light and blue shimmer, 
fiofSoann was bom in ¥issenburg, Germany in 1880 and studied in Germany and 
France before founding a School of Modem Art in Munich in 1915* He arrived in the 
United States in 1930 and taught at the University cf California and the Art Students 
heague in lew York# He founded the Hofmann School, Hew York in 1934. Hoftaam has 
profoundly influenced the painting of the last twenty**five years# 

Speaking of his painting as a whole Hofmann says *##, 1 have never given 


2 


* 


up the object, When you analyze nature in regard to a pictuire, then the object 
is absorbed through llght| or shadov, or oolor^ to create more interesting shapes 
than the object offers. Color (in nature as well as in the picture) is an agent 
to give the highest esthetic enjoyment,** This commentary applied to the exciting 
and vibrating liuseimi painting by Hans Hofmann, SIABAGD RED AHD GEiadlliATIHG YELLOW 
painting in 1959* 

Alicia Perez Penalba was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1918, She 
now lives in Paris where she settled in 1948 and where she has been exhibiting 
since 1952, FAHN DES I-IERS, bronze was executed in 1959, and was exhibited in 
the 1958 PITTSBDRGH BICEHTMIAL IIJTSRHATIONAL EXtilBITION, 

The floftaann and the Penalba are from The Contemporary Collection of The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, The Soulages is a gift from Mr, and Mrs, Wilbur W, Merkel, 
The three pieces are currently on display in -Uie Recent. Accessions Galleiy at the 
Museum, 
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